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An ANSWER to the Weavers C ASF. 


Here they Alledge, That Great Nambers of Weavers as well French Pro- 
teſtants as Engliſh, do make Alamodes azd Luſtrings iz England. 


Anſwer, There are few or none but the Royal Luſftring Compazy, that make any 
Black Alamodes and Luſtrings in England, except ſuch as have already wrought for 
the ſaid Company which have been drawn from them by ill Mens perliwafions. 


1. They are very ſenſible that there are conſiderable quantities of French Luſtrings azd 
Alamodes Imported in England, to the Prejudice of the ſa:d Manufature here. 
Anſwer, Agreed. 


As to the 2d. Objection, That the Luſtring Company do iatend to prevent all other 
Weavers (but what works to them) to make the ſame Silks, Contrary to a Clauſe in 
their Patent: : 

Auſwer, The Luſtriag Company by their Patent have the Sole Power of makins 
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and dreſſing Black Alamodes, Rexforces and Luſtrings in Exgland Exclutive to all 0- 
thers; and that by the Approbation and Satisfaction of the Weawers Company, Lon 
don, declared by them before the King and Council, ar a hearing before the paſſing 
the Patent, and no ſuch Clauſe inſerted as is objeted. ED 


3. The forfeit is One Hundred Pound for all ſuch Perſons as ſhall buy any Goods not 
Seal*a, beſides the forfeiture of the Goods. | 
Anſwer, That is to prevent the defrauding His Majeſties Cuſtoms, &c. * 


4+ They ſay that the Weavers iz England that make the ſaid Silks, aud are not of that 
Company (which are, and would be, a far greater Number thay thoſe Employed iz the 
Luſtring-Company) if they were not interrapted in their lanful Calliyg. | 
Anſwer, There were no Weavers that made Alamodes in Exziand at the tune the 
Pattent was obtained, but what was made by one of the Pattentees :. So that no- 
Man can fay he is interrupted in his /awful Calling, when he is only debarred from 
that he never had. And had not the Laſtriag Company forwarded this Undertaking, 
there had not been ( in all probability) any of thoſe S$i/ks made in Exg/aza, at this 
time: But by the great Care and Charges of the faid Company, many Thoulands of 
Poor are Imployed at this time by them, to the great Relief of thoſe poor f/eavers 
that could find no Imployment by thoſe of the Weavers Company ; and more might 
be Imployed, if they pleaſed, | 


5. They ſay the Luſtring Company will make their Men Work at their own Price or 
to leave off Working, &C. and ſo diſcourage the growth of that Manufatture and by 
Monopolizing ſell at what Price they pleaſe. | | 

Anſwer, The Laſtriag Company is ſo reaſonable to their Workmen, that they have 

no cauſe to Complain; .and as it is the Companies Intereit to promote 1t5 growth, 
it cannot be ſuppoſed they ſhould be againſt their own Intcreit, and ſuch a Yubliclk 
. Good they have ſo long labour'd for. 


6. As for the Clauſe the Weavers deſire to have all Allamodes azd Lultrings made iz 
England by Weavers that are not of the Compauy, to be SeaPa, aus a Penalty be 
laid upon thoſe that are appointed.to Seal, that ſhall refuſe to Seal their Silks 

Anſwer, Tt is unreaſonable the Weavers ſhould deſire any ſuch things, lecing they 

agreed and conſented to the Patrentees in the obtaining the Patent, anc alto acknow- 
ledge that it would be of great Good to the Publick 1t they could lettle it in tis 
Kingdom, it being a New Invention, as it doth aifo appear by the Report mave by 
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the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms to the Lords of the "Treaſury upon a hearing ol 
the Weavers Company. And if there was a Penalty fornot Scaling the Hi e2vers S:/2s, 
it would encourage the Smugglers to get their Silks to be ScaPd upon preterce rhey 
were made in Ezz/azd, and the Perſons appointcd to Seal being atraid to undergo the 
Penalty for not Scaling, will Seal all that is brought to them. So that the Frencs 
Smugglers will have their Goods protected by the Seal, and the French *) rave and 
Correſpondence with Frazce will be kept on Foot, fo that the latter Evi will bu 


greater than the Firit. 


The Luſtring Company have offered the Weavers to receive azy of them zn 7090 
Company upon as equal or better Terms than themſelves, 


